August Newsletter

A Message From Rev. Dr. Michael Smith
Greetings, Bride of Christ!
Jesus is the groom and we (all people who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior) are
His bride. The bride is to prepare herself for her groom as the wedding date approaches.
This wedding date will be the return of Jesus at His second coming. We do not know the
exact date, but we are to be prepared.
“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and
like loud peals of thunder, shouting “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let
us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and
his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear”
(Revelation 19:6-8).

As you know we have recently had a marriage of our two church families. We are now as
one, the Saints of JKPC. Your new Session will have a retreat in August to “Vision
Together” what our groom Jesus has in store for us. How are we to be “followers of Jesus
sharing God’s love, one relationship at a time”?
Let’s continue to praise our Lord as we seek our eternal home with Jesus forever.
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God” (Revelation 21:1-3).
Jesus is Enough,
Pastor Mike

PCUSA Polity
The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church - Book of Order
Identifies the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity
The Theology of Christian Worship
W-1.0105: The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is "the giver and renewer of life" who instills our faith and enables us to
follow Jesus Christ. The Scriptures describe how the Spirit moved at the dawn of
creation, anointed Christ in baptism, raised Jesus from the dead, and was poured out on
the Church at Pentecost. The same Spirit is still at work in the life of the Church and the
life of the world.
The Holy Spirit manifests God's gracious action and empowers our grateful response.
The Spirit gathers us for worship, enlightens and equips us through the Word, claims and
nourishes us through the Sacraments, and sends us out for service. To each member of
Christ's body, the Spirit gives gifts for ministry in the Church and mission in the world.

Discipleship
Discipleship Activities
Adult Sunday School 10:05 A.M. in Fellowship Hall
The current series, “Time of Your Life” by Andy Stanley runs through August 7. The
next series, beginning August 14, will be "Psalm 23" by Matt Chandler. Sam Martin will
facilitate the discussion.
Wednesday Zoom Bible Study
The current study, "The Sermon on the Mount” ends on August 4. The group will then
take a break until early September. For additional information contact Joyce at
muske75@sbcglobal.net.

Children and Youth
The title of the summer Sprouts Sunday School is "Under the Sea." Mike Beels is now
partnered with Kelly Smith in leading the Roots class. The Youth Group will meet
Sunday evenings in August from 6pm-8pm. Check the group chat for additional
information.
Young Adults
The Young Adults are planning an evening of picnicking and boating with Joe and Vicki
Vinci on August 22. They also plan to begin a monthly fellowship evening on Fridays
called "Connect." The first event is a cookout being planned for September 2 at 6pm.
The Young Adults continue to meet Monday evenings from 6pm-8pm in the library for
food, fellowship, and Bible study. Everyone ages 18-26 is welcome. For further
information, contact Sue Carey at scarey1116@aol.com or text 330-844-1041.
Family Life Director
The Discipleship Council has appointed a search committee for the purpose of hiring a
Family Life Director. Committee members are: Martha Gerber, chairperson, Jamey
Groetz, Justine Groetz (non-voting), Duane Houser, Blake Meadows, Michaela Morris,
and Trevor Sproul. The first committee meeting was July 24.
Women
The Moody Bible Institute Renew Women’s Conference, “Restoration in a Season of
Isolation,” will be held Saturday, September 17, 2022 from 8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at
Canton Baptist Temple. For more information and registration visit
moodyconferences.com. If you would be interested in attending the conference with
other women from John Knox watch for a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center.

New Members Class
Pastor Mike will be having a New Members Class for all those interested in learning
more about and/or becoming a member of John Knox. The class will meet on Sunday,
September 11 from 12:15pm-2:15pm. and lunch will be provided. Look for a sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Center on Sunday, August 14.
Men's Bible Study
The Men's Bible Study, led by Pastor Mike
and Sam Martin, will be taking a break for
the summer. They will start up again on
Tuesday, August 23 and will then meet
every Tuesday at 9am. All men are
welcome to come and study the book of
Philippians. Please contact Pastor Mike if
you're interested in joining.
Women's Bible Study

The Women's Bible Study meets every
Tuesday at 9:45am. All women are
welcome! Please contact Martha Meadows
with any questions.

Worship
A/V Coordinator & Interim Contemporary Worship Director
Make a Joyful Noise!
The Praise Team is excited to have Hannah Robinson joining us on keyboard for the next
few weeks. She is a recent graduate from Malone and has played at our church before, as
well as many others in the area. We are grateful that she is able to share her gifts with us
for a short time as she prepares to go to Harvard for her Masters in Divinity. The A/V
department is still looking for more volunteers to assist with our services on Sunday.
Reach out if you have any interest, we are willing to train anyone who is willing to learn
and wants to take a more active role in the church’s ministry.
The Sanctuary Remodel Team had a wonderful visit last month with Christ Presbyterian
Church in downtown Canton, and we are excited to be combining our efforts with the
Spruce Up committee as we discern how best to remodel our church. Christ
Presbyterian’s remodel team shared many pertinent insights with us on how their
remodel process went, which was far larger in scope than ours will be. They also gave us
several ideas on how we can best keep the congregation involved in the process so that
the final design is pleasing to everyone.
Blessings,
Rob Clifford
A/V Coordinator & Interim Contemporary Worship Director

Contemporary A/V Opportunity
The A/V Team is looking to have a backup video person during worship and is willing to
train. Please contact Rob Clifford (234-207-0526) if you have any interest in learning
about this opportunity.

Congregational Care

Intercessory Prayer Team (IPT)
If you enjoy praying or have felt God leading you to pray for others, we can surely use
you on our team! There are no tryouts, practices, or being cut from the team! All you
have to do is ask to be on this team and we will welcome you with open arms. When a
prayer request comes into the church, we send out an email to you, explaining what the
prayer need is. Then it is entirely up to you how to pray for that request. If you are
interested in joining us, contact the church office.

Grief Support Group

GriefShare is a network of thousands of grief recovery support groups meeting
around the world. GriefShare is a program with direction and purpose. It is a place

where grieving people find comfort, healing, answers, and hope. We started our first 13week session in June 2021 and followed it up in January 2022 with our second group. I
am proud of all of the participants and their efforts to find a source for healing.
Now that we are set up to begin our Fall Sessions (our third group), I am asking for your
help. It won’t take much of your time or much effort, but it will take a small
commitment. Our group sessions will begin soon. If you would be willing to provide a
small meal for 6-8 people (ie: soup & roll, pizza, sloppy joes, chicken salad, ham salad &
chips, or something of this kind) it would certainly be appreciated!!
Our sessions run from 6-8 PM on Mondays at the church starting August 1, 2022. If you
would like more information, or to become a part of this ministry, we encourage you to
contact our Program Director, Diana Jones. We are also looking for people who want to
shepherd and provide support to those hurting or have suffered a loss. You can make a
difference in someone’s life.
Diana Jones , Program Director
330-754-7476
ldjones@sssnet.com

Birthdays/Anniversaries Celebration

It's time to celebrate! Our next monthly celebration for all birthdays and anniversaries
will be on Sunday, August 7 immediately following the 9am service in the parlor. Please
stop by and grab a cupcake and join us as we celebrate!
Thank you again for everyone's support of this First Sunday celebration!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Everyone is welcome to join us August 29 at 6:30pm to knit and crochet
prayer shawls and baby blankets.

Ministry and Mission
Community Outreach

Greetings from Jamaica!
It’s amazing how moving one word around can change the whole meaning of a phrase &
how the same is true of our perspective. Are we looking for what God is doing around us

and joining him? Or are we doing what we want and asking God to bless it?
We’ve been back here in Jamaica, and I usually arrive with a plan in my head, or even on
paper. It rarely goes how I mapped it out, and this time is not any different. I DO hope
that my heart is different, as my prayer now is, “Lord, show me what you are doing
already & where we can join you.”
If you haven’t heard, we FINALLY have the new property!!! We are knee deep in the
cleaning & renovation process in preparation for our family to move in & the need for
overflow housing for TEAMS. While there have been some challenges getting the house
ready, we remain extremely excited about how God will use this new property to
enhance and expand the ministry as we reach the community. It’s already fun having
people walk by and chat with us.
One of our main focal points over the last year has been the basketball ministry in the
community. The multi-purpose court on the property has often held more young men
than it probably should. What started with approximately 6 young men, has now turned
into 15-20 attending. It is fun to see the older guys bringing younger boys, keeping them
in line, and starting drills before Mike begins. Mike is targeting a few of the older guys
he wants to invest in more heavily. Devante is one of those young men. He's shown
interest in spiritual things and has shown to be a leader on the court and in life for the
younger guys in the community.
Thank you for sticking with us this long, supporting us in what we know God had led us
to. Your kindness, love, prayers and support mean the world.
With full hearts,
Mike, Jayne and Jase

The Pregnancy and Parenting Center

Thank you to Candy Kovey who provided the subs from Jimmy John's and to Donna
Mathias who made a Texas Sheet Cake for dessert! A huge thank you to all those who
donated items the week of VBS!! They were excited to receive all the wipes, diapers,
toys, clothes and loose change that were collected!! Thank you as well to Steve Bertram
for making another delivery for a client that was unable to get to the center for supplies.

The next class is Tuesday, August 16th, if you'd like to volunteer or provide the food or
dessert (you'll be reimbursed, just keep your receipts), please let Sue or Maria
know. Thank you!
Maria Bertram riahaha1@gmail.com
Sue Carey scarey1116@aol.com

Administration
Financial Corner
We are in good financial shape and are able to go wherever God leads us. Thank you all
for your generous support of the church. Have a blessed month!.
Thank you!!
Sincerely,
The Finance Team
Mike Mast, Christina Warren and Dave Greek

Opportunities
The Monthly Newsletter
If you are interested in having the
monthly newsletter mailed to you,
please contact Stacey in the church
office.

Dinner Diners
The Dinner Diners will meet on Monday,
August 8 at 5:30pm at Cosmo's on First
Street in Massillon. Please contact Sandy
Engel at 330-854-4466 with any questions.
All are welcome! Plan to come and
fellowship with your brothers and sisters in
Christ!

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will meet on Thursday,

August 18 at 11:30am at Walther's
Twin Tavern on Applegrove. Please
contact Theresa and Pauline Parson
with any questions. All are welcome!
Plan to come and fellowship with your
brothers and sisters in Christ!

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays

Anniversaries

2...........Mark Belgya, Amanda
Skalsky
3............Vicki Vinci, Kaleb Carey
5............Barbara Bartchy
7............Wick Hartung
8............Shirley Cheyney
10..........Jean Nelson, Linda
Schmitthenner
14..........Stephen Collins
16..........Gunnar Lones
18..........Beverly Schwabe, Howard
Kirk, Larry Wiggins
19..........Oliver Beistel
20..........Sue Lewis, Daniel
Colbetzor
21..........Alison Blondheim
22..........Pam Goudy, Jackie Essner
27..........Kevin Davidson
28..........Mitchell Sloan

3...........Ramon and Veronica Parkos
5...........Dan and Martha Meadows
7...........Dave and Missy Meadows
14.........Jack and Marilyn Welsch
22.........Mike and Amy Mast
26.........Augie and Linda
Schmitthenner
27.........Glenn and Beverly Morckel
30.........Dave and Barb Culp
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